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Officially . . .

e |'m a writer, illustrator and
educator

e | consult on other authors’
books and work with literary
orgs such as The Canada
Council of Arts, and CWILL BC

e Creativity is my full-time “gig™




About me

e | grew up in a rural
community in BC,
without access to many
arts-based activities

e But | had a “crafty”
mom!

e | was identified as a
gifted learner, and put
into specialized
program with the same
teacher and classroom




About me

e | have a diploma in Fine Arts
and degree in English
Literature

e First published in 2002; now,
ten books and counting

e |'ve served as illustrator for
BC Summer Reading Club
and as peer assessor for GG
Book Awards committee




About me

e |In 2004, | co-founded CWC(, a
Vancouver company that runs

workshops for children aged
7-18

e We are a not-for-profit
organization that operates in
community spaces and home
school classrooms

e We desktop publish books fo
kids and run about 100-150

students through the



About me

\."\‘e‘

e As an author, I've delivered
programs for public, private,
and home-learning schools

e |'ve worked with at-risk
teens, neurodivergent
students, and gifted learners M

e |'ve toured schools and
libraries
extensively and worked as a
writer-in-residence in
Canada, Korea, Thailand, US,
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The nine things that have stuck with me

Literacy comes from love of story
Growing up is the enemy of creativity
There are no lightning bolts
Creativity is stressful

The process is the product

Teaching is trying

Thinking inside the box

Sharing the power

Nurture over nature
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Literacy comes from love of story



For me, writing isn’t only about using
words . ..



... it's sparked by many approaches to
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Growing up is the enemy of creativity
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And then we get older . ..



story problems

To: Mr. Wiz

hello mr. wiz,
i really apologize for not being able to produce much writing. i’'ve been writing and deleting things on
my own time and i’m so frustrated because none of it satisfies me and sometimes i’ll almost be

done and then i’lljust not know what the point i’m trying to make is, nor where the story is going.
could you please take a look at my story 1? it’s clearly unfinished but it seems like a dead end, and
i’m not sure where to go with it. if i could get some advice thatd be awesome. thank you!




From: chloe

Date: Tuesday, April 26, 2022 at 5:12 PM
To: Lee Edward Fodi <mrwiz@leefodi.com>
Subject: Re: story problems

i’'ve made like zero progress on both my projects and when my mom asked about it the
other day, she got really mad mand i understand on an intuitive
level where she’s coming from but at the same time when I tried to explain that i’m trying, really i
am, she said that i’m not trying hard enough and that my progress is below average. which i get,

but i don’t know how to solve the problem. all my writing just feels flat and dumb and pointless
and i’m so uninspired.

B o oo v o s o I

sorry for the rant, buti just want to know if there’s anything i can do to inspire myself. i don’t want
to pump writing out forcefully, but it would help if i was at least able to develop ideas and see
where the plot is going.




THE LIFE of A PROJECT*

THIS 18 THE
BLST IDEA EVER

0K, THIS IS HARDIR TT'S DoNE AND

THAN I THougHT IT Sucks, But
NOT AS BAD

THIS 1S GONNA AS I THOUGHT
TAKE SoME WORK
T o T o S
Ll FoR NEXT TIME
( DARK NIGHT
oF THE Soul )

¥ STOLEN FROM MY FRIEND MAUREEN McHUGH
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There are no lightning bolts



“It isn’t so much
that geniuses make it look easy;
it’s that they make it look it fast.”

SARAH MANGUSO



“It pains people to think
that it’'s normal everyday stuff
being an artist or a musician.
They like these tales of wildness
and abandon and eccentricity.”

STEVE ALBINI



“Creativity isn’t a lightning bolt.
It’s a slow drizzle.”

ME



The art of inspiration

e Common trait of
published writers:

— They draw inspiration
from experience

— They literally draw,
using mapping,
doodling, and
sketching to help build
a world

— They play, plan, and T
plot (they do not \U
simply sit a screen and
gush magic)
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iTerlizzi builds his daughter

a Halloween costume

Tony D




Abi Elphinstone draws a map
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Christina Soontornvat gets sticky

csoontornvat - Following

csoontornvat Graphic novel draft in progress. I've never
outlined like this before - with post-it notes. But there are so
many different scenes! | have to be able to shuffle them
around. I'm loving this method so much so far. I'm going to try
it with my next novel too.

35w

sunkissedjk SO EXCITED TO SEE THE END PRODUCT &%

35w Reply

samanthamclarkbooks I've done this with index cards,
taking over my dining table for months. It's fun! &

35w 1like Reply

robjustus I've become a big sticky note person working on
bigger books. So helpful for planning. My dining room wall
was loaded with them for a few months for Death and
Sparkles 2.

35w 1like Reply

christinaillos Love seeing the process &

35w 1like Reply

maggietokudahall (3

35w 1like Reply

afairleigh This makes me dizzy! Glad you can keep it all
straight.




This is how
professional creators create
—why do we expect it to be different
for learners of craft?



“Forget inspiration.
Habit is more dependable.”

OCTAVIA E. BUTLER



A

Creativity is stressful



Stressful for:

e The teacher

e The parent (see: Chloe’s mom!)

e The creator—especially if they
are invested in it as part of their
self-worth (see: Chloe)



The challenge of teaching creative arts

Often the
case:

Technical Innate
proficiency childlike
and skillset creativity

increases decreases

with age with age



How most people think of the writing
process

Start writing Write, write, write Finish

I ————



What it’s really like

Wew, | wrote a
°s 8l sentence
4Ii ak out

Start Must a-b T
Writing ea II ‘ k | did
Nsa al Restart ay, | did not
[ 5 é ¢

a
8 ,‘" see this

Rewrlt-e 3 % \ Eraipg
/ / <>°@ eut
\h§ /)

Yo k Ro swh t?l have a
WAY ER de That one
W|I e EALLY a to write.
ill be magi Q{{lme to
abort and stalq gver

. Uh, okay, I’ rub‘ack

That EERVES! asy.
don’t know what

do with this giant

f S|Te JLIJSt Maybe I’'m jlstaléntlesshiaggbed shou Uﬁlost' éEW PN are
utllt In Iove spend my rem lgpetparth - . .
- A living in despa?:?nﬁzgysiqwq v’iﬁnts hwmplres in this
Wlth hlm . forgiveness for bringing shame upon their story?
family name.

Id




We're not trying to create perfection.
We're trying to take the best step
toward perfection.

Which means. ..
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The process IS the product



“We tend to think
of the artist’s work as the output.”

RICK RUBIN



OUTPUT
VS
INPUT



OUTPU
VS
INPUT

Al
PREDICTIVE
TEXT
CHAT GPT

BOTS
PRODUCT
AWARDS/FAM




PROCESS
EXPLORATION

PRACTICE
STUDY
BEWILDERME

OUTPU
VS
INPUT

Al
PREDICTIVE
TEXT
CHAT GPT

BOTS
PRODUCT
AWARDS/FAM




“In your life, you will be evaluated on your output.
Your boss will evaluate you on your output.
If you're a writer like me, the audience will evaluate
you
on your output. But your input Is just as important.
If you don’t have good input,
you cannot maintain good output.”

TED GIOIA



Also, teachers
parents, &

“In your life, y@u will be evaluated on your output.
Your boss will evaluate you on your output.
If you're a writer like me, the audience will evaluate
you
on your output. But your input Is just as important.
If you don’t have good input,
you cannot maintain good output.”

TED GIOIA



Process vs Presentation (output)
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Then and now
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None of this is creative; it’s driving us toward
product




“The computer brings out
the uptight perfectionist in us
—we start editing ideas
before we have them.”

austin kleon



In other words

The computer (Al) is asking
—often demanding—
that we skip process and
go straight to product
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And then something else happened, but 'm not sure what . . .
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“Erasers
are the enemies
of ideas.”

ME






gm%s%w

Swbcasy

. Neteboole

| ?o%peer} ¢ 0

b

M7

Name: ‘ }({( L[

Brainstorming Sheet
Story Brew

e I

your novel by doodling and writing down some
wing, just 2 way to collect ideas!

[ln
ASbid ™/ %
‘_/- Tpilet \ ﬁd Iz
"\ W Chp e hook , / 7% =

DIRECTIONS: Brainstorm some ideas for
ideas. No erasing! This isn’t a final dra

NG Creative Writing
.“/1‘15 for Children Society

:
i

|
ol
=

CHA S I N O T PRI T G4




|

i 634 T 4

<
s o He)







.

}; @\\ *7‘

v

l

~\<

»
ISy
o
=~

. 1 s 1‘92‘”’)49.‘ ima nonjzsc»fdf—, wihen_ gt
/ h shf ﬂ'\e,{urcle_ o consl.
\imaaine Q. §x

anfg inside. ot

-,'5.4/52«!\&@:&2 the.. %}J:
n I »LJ%
o <+h | Lo 5 ‘

\
A | N
=

@

)

\ ey middle of fhiemmorier
all

nnr NAGOra

(h *"*TKFL\NN“QS An f-h

w%gﬂn.!,
~arod 1' = \ONner Lhu.u_ *CM ANACE,
b“ﬁ) s

,l.

Ll o=carl g8
: ] Anoeding - Ki
r N‘!‘”\\l
"3‘1 Homc.* {'f '(

/_//—-—‘ H& Tefomation :
’h"_ |P,&L«vu} ‘ ._L&, }tﬂ&r hln‘dp)tm( {3

o Oomes, ‘ if c o Wts ?\'}PCM«
s dany<

Chasdler’ Fla l-:»)ﬁr*f\:) prww . \’ J’

\FJ%PW/ . e




AL\
YA W
AN

-

A\

\
N










6

Teaching IS trying
(in more ways than onel)



The challenge of teaching creative arts

Often the
case:

Technical Innate
proficiency childlike
and skillset creativity

increases decreases

with age with age



Teaching creativity is:

Encouraging a sense of
play (and keeping it
alive)

Trying new strategies
Modelling

Failing
Cross-creativity, entry

points through a variety
of imaginative arts

Accepting failure



Creative approaches

Focus on freedom of
expression:
NOT a result

Anything is possible

No internal or external editing
(at least to begin with)

The power of doodling

Make the process itself an art
project




Student Plot Outline

Worksheet

My Plot Tree
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Student Plot Outline

Name: j&nice Klm

Worksheet

My Plot Tree
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Teach “You”

Parker ]’ P . Vs

DIANA CHAPMAN WALSH

As a writing / art mentor,
it’s essential for me to share my
projects, successes, failures
—my passions

. . e INNER LANDSCAPE
Sharing = gaining trust s« TEACHER’S LIFE

(.‘-»E INCLUDES BONUS ONLINE CONTENT

WILEY
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Thinking inside the box



Creativity knows no bounds?

e Perhaps this is true,
but TEACHING
creativity requires
boundaries

e We don’t play a
sport without
learning specific
skills and then
practicing them




Creative writing doesn’t need to be plot-
focused

L L]
® E V e ry t e a C h e r O f W r I t I n g Then Autumn and Asteroid needed to think of something quick to get out of that

place.
. . There, in front of them, was a portal. The portal looked like one from every child’s story
’] a S r e a d t h I S St O r O T h I S and then they hesitated to go in at first but then they still went in.
o Then an old woman came out and said, “I know where it came from and how to defeat

»

it.
° Then she said that her name was Queen 500,000,000 + . . . and more so then she was
’] a p p e n e d t h e n t h I S 500,000,000,000,000,000,000... years old, so then she must have died a long time ago.
V4 Then when she said that they thought that she would be a skeleton but instead she was
like a normal person and she did not look old at all.
b Then the woman that was 500,000,000,000... years old, and who was probably dead
1 a p p e n e t e n t I S by now, said to go through a portal. So then they went through and then they realized that
’ they were in a fantasy world. It was very interesting.

It looked like a fantasy world and then they realized that it looked like Alice and the

Wonderland because there were so many talking animals and the whole place looked like a
1 a p p e n e S o palace, so big and so much space.
There were talking rabbits and the insects were as large as the Empire State Building

and then it was time to think of a plan, so then they needed some paper to draw.

Then the 500,000,000...-year-old lady came back and then said they needed to have
something that looked like a potion, but instead you were supposed to wave it around in
front of the monster when you were getting chased by thought of asking the lady where the

L W e W a n t St u d e n tS to monster was from but then the lady vanished away, so then she said, “What about we go to
explore this place since we have never been there?”

Then they thought where the exit was and then they went to ask a beetle and the beetle

H W t T E L L t said, “I don’t want anybody asking any questions!”
n O V4 u So then they left.

Then the two sisters asked a bee that had a gray beard and so then they thought that
that bee had never used its stinger ever. Then they asked where the exit was and then the bee

h a r d t O d O W h e n W e ’ r e g:i Zr::t reply to them. Even though it looked like it was trying to talk, all that came out were

So then they just decided that they find it themselves, not asking any more people

because they did not want any more people rejecting them.

fo C u S e d O n p I O t So then they started to look for it and then saw a sign that said this: Zixe. It was weird
so, then they wrote it in their notebook and then they tried to spell it in a different way and
more ways.

Then Autumn said that they could try to spell it backwards so then they knew it
spelled: Exit, and then they went through the door.

Then it led them to a portal and then the 500,000,000...-year-old lady went in front of
them and then the lady asked why they left the room because there are many animals that are
deadly, even if they don’t look that bad.

So then they asked if she knew the beetle and then the lady said

e b h nel D and then e




Bite-sized writing (with no plot!)

The Magic Spell
Advertisements & e e

posters

Far away in the city of Renaissance,

There is a kingdom where people dance.
One of the girls sneaks out of the kingdom,
On a journey to discover a better home.

So many things to see!

Finally escaped from the gloomy sea.

Recipes & instructions

The girl finds a slimy pond,

Wondering if she can turn the water if she had a wand.
Dying from deadly thirst, she has a sip,

Dipping her hands into the pond’s deep.

Her body begins to shrivel,

Oh, whar a bad luck to have such a travail!

From that day on, she never did smile,

Even when she visited the Nile.

Bye bye to smile and cheer,

Hello to frown and fear.

Spells & songs

| -

| W/\}KY\/ Aﬂ’lﬁ E’J’ESEr. %K

. . K_acdfi,OOO,ooo pourds of
Letters & diary entries vert | ol Guns™

Lists of rules or facts

I n V i t a t i O n S The Obituary of Voldemort

Famous wizard Voldemort, born Tom Riddle, has died unexpectedly while engaging in a
competition with Harry Potter, a junior wizard he tried to propel to fame with Harry Potter.
Voldemort faced his strongest fear, death, and now he is not afraid of anything!

IVI a p S He dedicated his life to keeping the blood of the wizard race pure. He met many wizards thac
married muggles and he provided couples’ therapy. He first met Harry Potter when he was a litde
baby, and gave him a very amazing gift, crafted by Harry’s mother’s love and his magic.

Voldemort has many friends that mostly listened to him, and he was like a teacher to them. He

. . .
F I Ct I O n a I b I O S O r taught them magic and even helped them recreate their hands out of silver when they lost them. He

was always around his friends. When he couldn't be there physically, he became a face and stayed on

a friend’s scalp to help him and see Harry.
e b He also left behind many things for people to entertain; for example, the book he left for

O b I t u a r I e S Harry, which let Harry see what he used to be like when he was young, and helped Harry know
what a horcrux is. He also took Harry on a field trip to a grave and let Harry help and sce the
fascinating revival of himself. Then, he played with Harry, putting seven of his souls in seven objects
and letting Harry search for them. It was a very fun game, but although he did very well, he still lost,

B a C k C O Ve r t e Xt fo r because he wasn't good enough at hiding. Finally, he left Harry a final gift, a super powerful wand,
which Harry didn’t want, so Harry broke it and threw it over a cliff. Yes, others might have shunned
Voldemort’s gifts, but he was d ly a generous wizard, dealing out gifts that dramarically

b O O k S t h at d O n /) t e X i St changed people’s lives. He will be remembered forever.
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F;:\ix'\Jr\/,

with your love for ‘ibu\/s . books , and
ruseums . Histroy museum sends fhis
invetoction fo Yow. You mm{ (ome on
July 14 when the sun ogose down . Please.
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yu feel omurtable with. And  please
do not Bdng\ a,h\['fl\inl that s easy to
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Title: Security report

March 12, 2019

Report submitted by: Captain Peterson

Today, I, the security captain of the magical Train Station 173, aka the Smugglers’
Doom, discovered a heavily protected suitcase on the number 21 conveyor belt. The
suitcase had scratches all over its leather skin, chains made from shiny titanium alloy
were strapped haphazardly but tightly around the case, and there were caution signs taped
on the leather. I took the case without permission from the owner, and went into one of
the examining rooms.

T had to pick the locks on the chains and the case, but I wish I didn’t. There was a
strange rotten eggs smell, and the inside was torn apart. There were even moss growing
on the inside! I think that this probably belonged to a creepy wizard or scientist.

1 will describe the item inside. I found an old oxygen mask. It was covered with a
weird green goo, it turns out that it was saliva from a swamp toad by the smell. There was
a sharp ingredient cutter with purple plant stains. There was a small mirror. upon closer

examination, I found out that it shows others’ identity by looking in it, because it showed

me as a captain in Train Station 173.

Next, I saw a potion book with a talking eye on the front cover. It was all rusty
and ripped, and the eye told me the page where I could find the recipe for an invisible
potion.

I also saw two test tubes holding unknown liquids. After checking with
the station’s potion master, I learned that one of them was the Volcanic Dragon blood.
The test tube was cracked, and it was burning hot. The other one contained a rare
Triple-horned Unicorn DNA in a tube of ice water.

I dug out most of the items when I found a flask. I thought that it was a flask of
infinite water, but after pouring some out, whatever it touched vanished immediately.
That caught my attention.

After doing all the tests, it turned out that it was not water, but an infinite flask of
phoenix tears. Phoenix tears are extremely rare, and they have healing power, so it is not
legal to be transported.

The last thing I saw was a normal box of test tubes. These were in a squashed
cardboard box, but it did not look normal in a mad scientist's suitcase.

However, the owner of this case is still nowhere to be found, but

one thing about it, is that he is in trouble.
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I've always hated that painting thathangsin my aunt’s
upstairs hallway.
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Sharing the power



Giving ownership

Book choice

Reading as a joy, not a
labour

Connecting readers with
creators

Writing projects that
allow opinion




Open book chats

e No judgment! Students
bring:
— Books of any genre,
including nonfiction

— Graphic novels, picture -”f
books, magazines, articles RS, X%‘éﬁ‘i‘é?--

— Books in any language
(destigmatizing action)

— Re-reads or reads from
early childhood

— Books they haven’t even
read yet—but find
intriguing!




Connections

from the Magic Tree House..

Winter, 2019

Dear Vivian,

['love hearing from my readers especially when they share their good
ideas with me.

My most recent Magic Tree House book: Warriors in Winter was
recently published! In the story, Jack and Annie visit a Roman warrior camp
almost 2000 years ago. Of course, they learn a lot about Roman soldiers, but
they also get into lots of trouble. Their adventure is especially scary when
they are captured and taken to meet the Emperor of the Roman Empire!

I’ve recently completed work on 7o the F. uture, Ben Franklin! — in
which Jack and Annie bring Benjamin Franklin, one of America’s founding
fathers, from Old Philadelphia in 1787 to present day Frog Creek. I’ve never
brought a person from the past to Frog Creek, so I had a great time working
on this book.

When I started my series over 27 years ago, I never imagined I’d write
more than a few books. But great readers like you have made it hard for me
to stop. You keep inspiring me.

So, thank you for reading my books — and thank you for writing to me!

All my best,

’%@@%\




Rules of life

My Rules of Life

Write down a list of “rules” that you think are important for your life. For example, one of Mr.
Wiz’s rules of life is “Never listen to Cousin Trish.” Another one is: “Never eat eggs because
they are disgusting.”

Your list can be as funny or as serious as you’d like it to be. Write at least FIFTEEN rules.

Title:

My rules

. No distracting me because then | can not concentrate on my homework.

. Always read because | love reading books, especially comics. They are so good!

. Never lie to me because if you do you are in trouble.l don’t like lying.

. | love to watch iPad so that is a rule. Also you can always bring an iPad anywhere.

. Absolutely no stealing from me because | don’t have much to steal.

. Never have bugs in the house or we will become a bug house.

. Absolutely no eating eggs because | hate them.They are so disgusting and very gross.

. No screaming because it is very noise and annoying when you do it.

. Always eat fruit because they are so good and | love them. Especially peaches. They are my
favorite.

10. Always have stuffies with you like cats or dogs or squishmellows too.

11. Don’t have siblings because they are so annoying to have. My brothers are so annoying.
12. Every day you must have a lot of sugar like candy and more. | love candy, especially
gummies.

13. | love having friends over at my house because then | don’t have to play with my annoying
brothers.

14. Always have a book in your hand because | love to read. Reading is my favorite thing to do
at home and at school.

15. Shop! | love to shop at places like Richmond Center and more.Shopping is so fun to do.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

- THEEND -




Equalizing

Yo, Mr. Wiz

s -

DIRECTIONS: Fix up the poem below by replacing the crossed-out
words with better words (synonyms). Do NOT repeat words!

Yo, Mr. Wiz, I'm tell you: you're the worst!

Spending time with you is a. I (4 I‘i! lﬂl curse!
You sure are-_(_rm_‘,_, and evil;

1'd rather go @ ‘gAlP__ a weevil vlb\ e

or go JEEENS YADI ith a bear

or startRNE— out my hair

Than have to, M 7

Wwhy, you're like a; g(‘ l blob of goo.
And did | mention that you have the moﬂjﬁwtﬂj‘?
a2in

Y

| think you must have heart, black Ke

You may be a LY as a tower
. , um P
But still, | won or cower.
You can me with a wet noodle,
oy me write, draw, and doodle,
put I’ll tell you to turn an_ﬂb’—- away!

And don’t 50 much a back—OKAY?!

You migvise. y dr , "I"\L get you pesky kids!”

_villain, can just mind your own biz!

(Yes, | know thiz” isn't d

_when did you become such&_&_ﬁt__——— nerd?) no q‘m




Letter to a higher power

Writing Prompt

The Worst Song EVER

Directions:

Imagine you’ve been beamed into the headquarters of a higher power who has granted you
the ability to remove ONE SONG from human memory. That’s right—you snap your fingers, and
it’s instantly wiped away. No one remembers it, no one knows it, no one will ever know it.

So . . . what song are you going to pick? Presumably, it’s one that you absolutely despise,
loathe, and abhor—one that makes you want to take a cheese grater to your ears when you
hear it.

Once you have chosen the song, write a set of persuasive paragraphs explaining to the higher
power why you think that song should be erased from human memory.

It’s okay if this assignment wanders into rant territory, but remember that you are trying to
CONVINCE and PROVE that the song is worthy or removal. So, try to provide some legitimate
reasons why the song is bad. Reasons might include:

e The actual sound.

e It’s a rip-off of another song and is an affront to the history of music.

e The lyrics are terrible.

e The song has a negative message and may be a poor influence on people (think of the

children!)
e You just hate it and you should get what you want.

Unfortunately, part of this assignment might involve you having to listen to the chosen song
so that you can critically and expertly attack it.

One final piece of advice to remember: Hate the art, NOT the artist.

Title:

Type here.
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Nurture over nature



The myth and mystery of creativity

e Creativity might be innate,
but that doesn’t mean you
either have it or you
don’t—it’s not a zero-sum
game

e Creativity is a muscle that
can be exercised,
nurtured, and
strengthened
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Bonus

The importance of generosity
and patience



Many skill sets

Start
learning



Creativity

Start
learning



My main advice

Be patient and kind



Including to yourself!
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: Shari Green
\ @sharigreen

Found a "note to self" in my journal, from a time | was lost in the
suckitude of my current WIP. | was glad for the reminder!

"Your job -- and your joy -- is to create, not to pass judgment on
your creations."

10:19 AM - Jan 28, 2022 - TweetDeck



Bewilderment is dishonoured
if you don’t keep it,
don’t pay attention to it,
don’t record it.



We're not trying to create perfection.
We're trying to take the best step
toward perfection.



Debbie Ridpath Ohi & @inkyelbows - Jun 3

To those getting discouraged by rejections: PERSEVERE. | keep this old rejection letter
(one of many) on my office inspiration board, have worked hard on my craft since.

Written more MG mss, gradually improving, hope to someday debut as an MG author &
cont'd

SCHOLASTIC INC.
555 Broadway
New York, NY

10012-3999

(212) 343-6100

March 21, 1996

Ms. Debbie Ridpath Ohi

CANADA

Dear Ms. Ohi:

Many thanks for sending along Moonchild for our consideration. It was passed along to
me by (T3

. You've written 2 suspenseful fantasy novel and furnished
it with interesting characters anc: a cempelling storylize. It’sa fun and fluid read, on
the whole, and one that 2 number of our readers trul; enjoyed. Unfortunately,
though, the decision here hes been to pass; while yovr story ic wholly original, some of
the editors here felt a5 though the plot elements didn’t seem new enough to them, and
that the ending was a bic cryptic, thereby betraying the urgency you’ve conveyed so

well throughout the body of your manuscript. In the end, that kept Moonchild from
working for us, despite its strong points._

Thank you again for thirking of Scholastic. We appreciate the opportunity to
consider your work, and wisk you the best of luck in placing your manuscript
elsewhere,

Yours,

Assistant Editor
Trade Book Group

MSCHOLASTIC

T 9

¥ 13




Debbie Ridpath Ohi £ @inkyelbows - Jun 3

Replying to @inkyelbows

2/ Sometimes | hear of bk creators giving up if their 1st mss doesn't sell. I'm on my 5th
MG mss, didn't even send the 4th to my agent because | could tell it wasn't strong
enough. Always hard when an mss doesn't sell BUT | become a stronger writer each
time.

Q 2 2 38 ¥ 25 I

Debbie Ridpath Ohi € @inkyelbows - Jun 3

3/ My takeaway: Work hard on your craft but know when to put a project aside. Even if
your book doesn't sell, it is NOT wasted time -- | consider each a practice book. & Also
don't be so fixated on one goal that you miss seeing other open doors.

Q 1 1 2 0 it

Debbie Ridpath Ohi € @inkyelbows - Jun 3

4/ | decided to share that rejection letter (& pls note the date; this was years before
@jpchanda @SimonKIDS gave me my first picture book contract @) because | keep
seeing posts from creators who give up if their first project doesn't sell.

O 1 13 ¥ 20 2

Debbie Ridpath Ohi £ @inkyelbows - Jun 3

5/ 1 will *always* love creating picture books. But believe me, when (note | optimistically
say WHEN) | get my first middle grade novel book contract, MY HEAD IS GOING TO
EXPLODE WITH JOY; it will be messy but worth it. @

Q 3 13 ¥ 1 T




“Yeah, but if | do that,
it’s going to be hard.”

MY GODDAUGHTER



“That’s how you know
it’s worth it.”

ME
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most |mp oftant things

I"'ve learned about
from writing f@rr-eaé\ﬁiVﬁcVing it to—kids

Lee Edward Fodi

author * illustrator * educator

Decoda Literary Conference e April 2024
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