
Toddlers have fun making things. And, they’re learning  
at the same time. Making things with you helps them  
learn even more. Together you can make:

•	Stories: Use toys to act out a story. It can be a story you’ve read  
or something new.

•	Music: Sing together. Make a drum with a pot and wooden spoon.

•	Pictures: Tear coloured paper into small pieces and use a glue stick  
to make a collage.  

•	Buildings and Vehicles: Turn a large, empty box into a house or spaceship. 

•	Games: Take turns playing follow the leader.
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Tips for Parents

•	Follow your child’s lead.  

•	Learn together. You don’t have to be an expert. 

•	Watch, listen, talk about what’s happening and 
ask questions. Make suggestions when needed. 

•	Set aside enough time to enjoy it. Making things 
takes time. 

•	Use materials and tools that you have at home. 
It doesn’t have to cost a lot. 

•	Show children how to use tools and materials 
safely. 

•	Learn through making. What you make doesn’t 
have to be perfect. 
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Your toddler is learning to:

•	Solve problems

•	Use their creativity and imagination

•	Use language to communicate 

•	Understand the properties of materials

•	Count and notice patterns 

•	Use tools - including their hands

•	Have fun with you!
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