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Today’s time together

• Keep it learner centred
• Use a balanced approach
• Explore the writing process
• Identify writing activities
• Explore resources
• Share ideas
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Keep it learner centred

• Identify clear learner made 
goals.

• Use materials from the 
learner's life.

• Revisit goals often.
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Use a balanced approach
Print-centred activities
Draw attention to letters and 
sounds:
• use phonics, decoding skills
• work with letters and 

sounds
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Meaning-centred activities
Focus on the meaning:
• use background knowledge
• encourages risk taking



Explore the writing process

What type of writing do you do 
in your daily life?

Think about your learner. 

How do you think they use 
writing in their life?
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Writing is complex
A writer must:

• have something to say
• know how to print or write
• know how to spell some words
• understand basic sentence 

structure

• know about punctuation
• organize ideas in print
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Writing is a process
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Identify writing activities
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Language Experience

• learner centred
• meaningful text
• enjoyable
• many extension activities
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Listing and Mapping

Mapping helps a learner:
• think of details
• organize ideas before and 

during writing
• know where to start

9

Image by Joan Exley.



Free Writing

• keep hands moving
• don’t judge or edit the work
• don’t cross anything out
• don’t worry about spelling, 

punctuation or grammar
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Audience

• language
• tone
• style
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Photo Stories

• Use meaningful and familiar 
language.

• Connect spoken and written 
words.

• Connect to a learner’s life.
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Great Writing 

Grammar     Vocabulary     Spelling 
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Share ideas
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Explore resources

• Great Writing Series

• Writing Out Loud

• Spelling Toolbox Series

• Vocabulary Booster Series

• The Westcoast Reader
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